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EPA Regiohal Administratdr Alan J. Steinberg in a statement: "The good new:s is, once we identify the
problem; it's relatively straightforward to fix. We can install ventilation systems when.necessary to get

92000

s



Daily Record - Morristown - EPA probes chemical contamination

Day workers
bound, heaten in
East Hanover, police
-say )

" Standing united for
the men in blue in

" Florham Park
: Six Morris_high
schools rank among
nation's best

< Slate News .

-Audit: State cops

fallgg»t_g_r‘e‘turn

disaster funds

. Health care funding

may require extra

$10.8M

: 'Creative' revenue

urged for colleges

Business
-Bronfman's speech
changes impression
s Wachovia
purchases Calif.
" bank.
. Commercial-
collection firm chief
tries to change image

of industry

Sports _
.- Nets dominate Heat
.. Devils give up lead,
- lose in overtime

-+ Tense Johnson to
face BoSox

" MorrisLife
- Babies need

dentlst_s,_tog

Entertainment
: A ¢elebration of
f_o_og

- 'Mission:
Impossrbje_lll just
another Tom Cruise
vehicle

'busrnesses that use potentrat sources of contamtnatron in the stnp

- B '

Seppi said the EPA is testing the entire area from Dunkin'Donuts, at Morrrs and Spring streets, to 24
Pine St. and the roller rink behind that property. That area includes 21 commercial buildings and 10
residential buildings. Not all of the property OWners in the area have allowed the EPA to test their soil,
Seppi said. :

" Dry cleaners use chemicals in their processes known as volatlle organic compounds 'the agency said.

Compounds include tetrachloroethylene or perchloroethylene, or PCE, which; can break down to-

_ trichloroethylene, or TCE, and 1,2+ drchloroethylene or DCE PCE and TCE also are often referred to

as PERCin the dry cleanrng rndustry ' _ . ) |

~ .Seppi sald the agency began to Iook at the site in November and drscovered .some amounts of

trichloroethylene and dichloroethylene.

t
I

The dry cleaners is'one of several tenants in a strip-mall building informally named Willmont Walk.

History of the site ,

i

The building served as a commercial laundry starting in 1928. Morristown Memoriat Hospital leased the .
- space to do laundry from 1970 to 1980. Since then, there has been a succession of tenants, and the

building was separated into a strip center of 10 units. A dry cleaners hlstorrcally has been at the end of
the strip facing Morris Street _ 1 S ’

From 1989 to 1996, the dry cleaners was operaled as VIIP Cleaners, and then changed ownership and .
was named Milano French Cleaners from 1996 until it was purchased in 2001 by Bnan Oh, who now
operates New Image Cleaners and Tailoring. .

Whtle Seppi said she d|d not know exactly why the srte was chosen, she sard the EPA believes that the
contamination occurred when the business was operated under VIP Cleaners, not under the owners
that operated it before or after.

, !
!

Peter Austin, the owner of the strip, said the EPA rnvestrgated the site 15 years ago, after an oil tank
was removed from the site and the agency found evrdence of PERC contamrnatron

v

However Austin said that while the presence of VIP Cleaners appeared suspect the EPA was unable

to link the business to the contamination. v 1

But when the EPA arrived again a few months ago, Austrn said he decrded to no longer mctude

{1

"I've had enough of it," Austin said. . ' ).
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Stockup.on "They (Oh and his famlly) are nice people and | really hate to see this happen " Austln said. "They re

superheroes_ on Free . good tenants, but | do not want to continue on with the EPA coming in."
Comic Book Day

Entrepreneur's view

Oh said on Friday that Austin had not mentloned the prior contamlnatron to hlm -- only the oil tank.’
~Austin said he cannot recall whether he specifically told Oh, but said that the owner of Milano knew,
-and that some reference of the contammatlon is in Oh's lease. :

Oh. and his family, who are from Korea, had owned dry cleaners in New York’ Clty and then in North
Carollna before movung to the prime spot across from the train statlon on Morns Street in Morristown.

“It's urban enough, and people are nicer than in New York," Oh said of'moving to New Jersey
But Oh said he would not have moved his busmess to the site had he known about the contamination.

" Oh said he asked Austin about moving the business to an empty storefront at the other end of the strip, ' _ -
“but that Austln has refused. - '

- _. "Essentially, we are being penalized by what we weren't told,” Oh said.

“There is nothing we can do now but ask him to be fair."
" Other store owners in and next to the stnp said EPA officials haven't drsrupted business with the testing
_ Lo procedures -The fact that testlng is gorng on hasn't concerned them much, elther .
» "Ltsten there are so many chemtcals in the world today you would be neurotlc to think aboutitallthe =~ .
ttme said Rob Kneller, a partner in Elite Photographers, one of the: busmesses there. v
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Rob Seman can be reached at (97‘3) 267-9038 or rseman@qannett.com_. '

" Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com » Cars: Cars.com * Apartments: Apartments.com * Shopping: Shoplocal.com

= ¥ ) s AN

Gannett Home | Gannett Foundation | Gannett Newspapers

© o &UsA €3
Copyright ©2006 dailyrecord.com All rights reserved. \
Use of this site 1ndxcates your agreement to the Terms of_Sicxlr_cg N

httpriwveew di lwlumd com/apps/phes.dilarticle?ALD=/20000506/COMMUNIT H}J')/(\")jf HYO32471005/AR CHIVES 59720006



